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1961, the open and unabated racial discrimi-
nation that prevailed in some parts of the 
country was so severe that the southern col-
leges who were competing were instructed to 
walk out of any round in which an African 
American was competing. Undeterred, Judge 
Wheatley went on not only to win the tour-
nament, but to be awarded the Pi Kappa Delta 
gold debate key for his outstanding perform-
ance. Following his studies at Howard, Judge 
Wheatley returned to the University of the Pa-
cific in 1960, where he graduated with a de-
gree in Sociology and Psychology. 

Following a successful law school career at 
Willamette University in Oregon, where he 
won the school’s Moot Court Competition and 
served as a teaching assistant before earning 
his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree, Judge 
Wheatley began serving as Deputy Attorney 
General for the State of California in 1965. He 
later went into private practice in Oakland, 
where he engaged in general litigation practice 
and was one of the lead attorneys in a prece-
dent-setting class-action lawsuit against the 
savings and loan industry. In 1972, he be-
came General Counsel for the California 
Teachers Association, representing the organi-
zation’s 300,000 members in several note-
worthy cases which resulted in precedent-set-
ting rulings in favor of public school teachers’ 
rights and benefits. 

Judge Wheatley was appointed as a Judge 
of the Alameda County Municipal Court on 
July 1, 1981 by California Governor Edmond 
G. ‘‘Jerry’’ Brown, Jr., and was elevated to the 
Alameda County Superior Court when all of 
the courts in Alameda County were unified in 
1998. Known for his tendency to give many 
young defendants the choice to ‘‘Go to school 
or go to jail,’’ Judge Wheatley’s career on the 
bench has been marked by his steadfast com-
mitment to serving the young people in our 
community who are most in need of guidance. 

Judge Wheatley’s outstanding dedication 
and accomplishments have not only impacted 
countless young lives, but have also been rec-
ognized by a number of the professional orga-
nizations of which he is a member. He has not 
only been inducted into the Charles Houston 
Bar Association’s Hall of Fame, but has also 
received its ‘‘Judicial Excellence Award.’’ In 
addition, he received the Bernard S. Jefferson 
Award from the California Association of Black 
Lawyers as its Judge of the Year in 2001, and 
has also been named the Lend-A-Hand Foun-
dation’s ‘‘Man of the Year.’’ This past August, 
he was inducted into the National Bar Asso-
ciation’s Hall of Fame in recognition of having 
practiced law for over 40 years and made sig-
nificant contributions to the cause of justice. In 
addition, he was also given the A. Leon 
Higginbotham Memorial Award by the Young 
Lawyers Division of the National Bar Associa-
tion in recognition of his intellectual accom-
plishments, professional achievements and 
community contributions. 

Today Judge Wheatley’s family, friends and 
colleagues come together to celebrate the im-
pact of his life and work not only on the innu-
merable lives, particularly young lives, he has 
touched here in Alameda County, but the last-
ing effects his rulings and his commitment to 
true justice have had and will continue to have 
on our legal system. On behalf of the 9th Con-
gressional District of California, I salute and 
thank Judge Horace Wheatley for his invalu-
able contributions to the people of Alameda 
County, the 9th Congressional District, the 
State of California and our entire country. 
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Hiscock & Barclay, a legal institution 
in the State of New York. 

In 1855 founding partners and brothers L. 
Harris and Frank Hiscock opened a two-man 
law office in Tully, NY. 

H. Douglas Barclay later became a partner 
in the firm, now known as Hiscock & Barclay. 
Mr. Barclay dedicated 40 years to the practice 
and has also served his fellow citizens as a 
20-year member of the New York State Sen-
ate, his country as a President George H.W. 
Bush appointee as director of the Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation and was 
named United States Ambassador to the Re-
public of El Salvador by current President 
Bush. 

Throughout the years Hiscock & Barclay’s 
team has grown to 160 attorneys working in 
offices in Syracuse, Buffalo, Rochester, Al-
bany and New York City. The firm’s attorneys 
have held various auxiliary roles including: 
former general counsels of New York State’s 
Department of Environmental Conservation, 
Department of Social Services and Health 
Planning Commission; a nationally syndicated 
media commentator; district attorneys and 
Court of Appeals judges; New York State and 
Federal Representatives; a former NFL foot-
ball player; the former general counsel of a 
North American trade association; and a 
World War II prisoner of war. 

In the last century and a half, Hiscock & 
Barclay has evolved from a practice dedicated 
to railroad, banking and manufacturing law, to 
one that now covers 26 practice areas ranging 
from construction and environmental law, to 
labor, real estate and international business 
services. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have this op-
portunity to recognize Hiscock & Barclay, a 
firm with a long tradition of commitment to de-
fending the law, upon this, their 150th 
anniversary. 
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Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
draw the House of Representative’s attention 
to September 22 as Elephant Appreciation 
Day, a day designated to pay tribute to one of 
the most iconic members of the animal king-
dom. 

Elephants have always generated a special 
and unique affection from young and old alike. 
One need only ask the millions of Americans 
who visit zoos and circuses each year to learn 
that for most, the elephants are by far the big-
gest attraction, both figuratively and literally. 

While we admire their strength, we also rec-
ognize their vulnerability as highly endangered 
species, challenged by fragmented habitats 
and scarce resources in their natural range. 

Asian elephants, in particular, have had a 
long, rich history living and working with hu-
mans, however, today there are fewer than 
35,000 remaining in the world. Although ivory 
poaching is a factor in Asia, the primary threat 
to Asian elephants is the loss of habitat and 
the resulting conflicts with an ever-expanding 
human population. Most experts agree that the 
future survival of this species relies on several 
factors: habitat preservation, public conserva-
tion education and successful captive breed-
ing. 

Today I would like to talk about one of the 
success stories in the fight to save the Asian 
elephant—one which takes place right in my 
backyard in Polk County, FL—home to the 
largest and most genetically diverse popu-
lation of Asian elephants in North America. 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the 
founding of the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Center for Elephant Conservation or 
CEC. The Ringling Bros. CEC is a state of the 
art facility dedicated to the research, reproduc-
tion and retirement of Asian elephants and re-
flects the commitment and stewardship of 
Ringling Bros. and the Feld family to the future 
survival of this magnificent species. 

Located on over 200 acres of central Florida 
wilderness, the Ringling Bros. CEC is home to 
dozens of Asian elephants, as well as the 
most successful breeding program outside of 
Asia. With 18 young elephants born in the 
past decade, the Ringling Bros. program ac-
counts for over 40 percent of Asian elephant 
births in North America during this same time 
period. 

In addition, the CEC is a focal point for re-
searchers from around the world who come 
for the unique opportunity to study elephant 
reproductive and behavioral science in a 
hands-on setting. Information gleaned from 
our Florida herd is applied to wild and man-
aged populations in Asia in an effort to pro-
mote better conservation, preservation and 
husbandry. 

Ringling Bros.’s commitment to conservation 
and the future of this beloved circus icon goes 
beyond its work at the CEC. Ringling Bros. is 
also committed to educating its patrons about 
the challenges facing Asian elephants in the 
wild and the need to support conservation ef-
forts. In addition, Ringling Bros. is an active 
member of the International Elephant Founda-
tion, providing financial support and technical, 
hands on expertise. Ringling Bros.’s elephant 
managers and veterinarians have participated 
in workshops and symposia in Thailand, India 
and Sumatra and have worked side by side 
with their Asian counterparts in elephant 
camps and wildlife parks. 

According to Jack Hanna, director emeritus 
of the Columbus Zoo, ‘‘[a] concerted effort to 
save the Asian elephant is imperative. Zoos 
are doing their best with the resources they 
have, but most can’t afford to maintain a large 
breeding group of elephants. The Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Center for Ele-
phant Conservation is dedicated to saving the 
Asian elephant and has both the resources 
and the commitment to succeed.’’ 

Thanks to this commitment, Elephant Appre-
ciation Day of 2005 finds the fate of the 
world’s Asian elephants a little more secure. I 
urge my colleagues to continue their efforts in 
support of this trend through continued funding 
for the Asian and African Elephant Conserva-
tion Acts. 
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I want to congratulate Kenneth Feld and 

Ringling Bros. on the occasion of the 10 anni-
versary of the Center for Elephant Conserva-
tion and I invite my colleagues to come and 
visit this unique and inspiring facility. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Denton County organization 
Friends of the Family for celebrating its 25th 
anniversary. This is a great accomplishment, 
and I am proud to have an establishment such 
as this in the 26th Congressional District of 
Texas. 

Friends of the Family is an organization that 
works to provide crisis intervention, safe shel-
ter, counseling, support services, and advo-
cacy for all those impacted by domestic vio-
lence or sexual assault. The organization also 
facilitates community awareness and involve-
ment through education, information, and vio-
lence prevention programs. 

From a starting budget of $10,000 in 1980 
to this year’s $1.5 million budget, the organi-
zation has grown a great deal in 25 years. 
With the program employing licensed profes-
sional counselors, social workers and psy-
chologists, instead of relying solely on volun-
teers, they now serve about 7,000 people an-
nually. 

Congratulations to Denton County’s Friends 
of the Family on their anniversary. Twenty-five 
years of service is a milestone to be cele-
brated. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Major League Base-
ball’s Cleveland Indians Organization, in part-
nership with the Hispanic Community Services 
Coalition as they unite in celebration of His-
panic Heritage Month and Viva Cleveland! 

Viva Cleveland!, a joyous event, will be held 
at Jacobs Field on September 16th and will 
showcase the Parade of Flags representing 21 
Latino nations, and carried aloft by youth of 
Hispanic heritage. The Parade of Flags prom-
ises to reflect the diverse, rich and colorful 
fabric that comprises the brilliant mosaic of our 
Cleveland community. 

The players, administrators and fans of the 
Cleveland Indians organization carry on a cen-
tury-old legacy of community outreach focused 
on cultural and charitable causes throughout 
northeast Ohio. Their individual and collective 
service continues to provide an array of life- 
enriching programs for baseball fans of all 
ages. The vital programs implemented by the 
Cleveland Indians and in partnership with 
other community agencies, serves to elevate 
the quality of life for countless families and in-
dividuals throughout our community. The 

Cleveland Indians’ support of the young peo-
ple of our region is offered through three pro-
grams: Educational, Recreational and Humani-
tarian. These programs provide the necessary 
support and guidance to assist our youth in at-
taining their educational and professional 
goals, and also promotes strength in character 
by fostering self-confidence. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and celebration of the Cleveland Indi-
ans Organization, as they partnership with the 
Hispanic Community Services Coalition to cel-
ebrate Hispanic Heritage Month and Viva 
Cleveland! Their collective and individual ef-
forts serves to celebrate our diversity and pro-
vides humanitarian assistance where needed, 
thereby enhancing the lives of countless peo-
ple, and bolstering the spirit of the City of 
Cleveland, and far beyond. 
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SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
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SCHOOL!’’ 
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HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 27, 2005 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.J. Res. 66, a bill sup-
porting the goals and ideal of ‘‘Lights On After-
school!,’’ a national celebration of after-school 
programs. 

While my district of EI Paso, Texas is fortu-
nate to be served by several excellent after- 
school programs, I am here to say we need 
more. 

As more families have two parents who 
work every day—and single parents struggle 
to balance the duties of providing for their kids 
and caring for them—more children are left 
without supervision after school. The After-
school Alliance estimates there are 14.3 mil-
lion of these children across America. 

Without available after-school programs, 
many of these children will be left to wander 
the streets between 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., 
the time of day when juvenile crime is most 
likely to occur and children are most likely to 
experiment with drugs, alcohol, and cigarettes. 
Or they might just sit in front of the television 
or video game console all afternoon. 

By creating more after-school programs—at 
schools, community centers, and faith-based 
organizations—we provide children a fun and 
productive place to go after school. Also, par-
ents have peace of mind knowing their kids 
are safe and are thus better able to focus on 
their jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people support 
after-school programs, and so should we. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in supporting 
‘‘Lights on Afterschool’’ and the movement for 
more afterschool programs in America. 
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NORTH TEXANS EMBRACE A VIC-
TIM AND NURTURE A SURVIVOR 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2005 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I want to tell 
America about a very special girl named 

Aurica and the very special people who are 
helping her. 

In April, 2005, Congresswoman DEBORAH 
PRYCE led a Congressional delegation on a 
fact-finding mission to Albania, Moldova, Italy 
and Greece. Congresswoman THELMA DRAKE 
and I accompanied Ms. PRYCE to see the ef-
fects of the growing epidemic of sex trafficking 
in women and children. Our finding? That sex 
trafficking is a real and growing threat to 
women and children everywhere. Our solu-
tion? To fight for the rights of these precious 
victims one person at a time. 

It was during our trip to Moldova, that I first 
met Aurica. What an amazing young woman. 
We were visiting a shelter housing girls—most 
in their teens—who had been victims of sex 
trafficking. These women had been brought 
back to their homeland and were being taken 
care of with the hopes they could in some way 
return to normal lives after their horrendous 
experiences. 

We had spoken with these women and were 
leaving when the director of the program said 
there was one young woman who was unable 
to join the group. She was bedridden and very 
ill, but was willing to meet with us. Thus began 
our adventure. What we saw was a beautiful 
19-year old with haunted eyes—unable to 
walk, unable to eat, unable to leave her bed. 

Aurica had left her country to go to Turkey 
to work in a shop, hoping to send money 
home to her family to help support them. 
While she was there, she was kidnapped and 
placed in a building with others like herself 
who had been tricked and kidnapped to be-
come sex slaves. In her desperation to avoid 
the plight she heard from others, she climbed 
out of a window in the dead of night. But it 
was late and she was tired. At the sixth floor, 
she lost her grip and fell to the ground. When 
she was found, her back was broken, and her 
leg, and her pelvis were broken. After being 
treated at the hospital, she was taken to a 
prison. The iron walls of confinement did little 
to improve her condition. 

Her doctors and her family secured her re-
lease from Turkey. She was brought home 
and was treated at the International Organiza-
tion for Migration. And it was here, amid the 
dark clouds of pain and suffering, that I saw 
Aurica’s sunlight. And so she was so brave, 
so tough, and yet so in need of so much help. 
She needed surgery. But the surgery would 
have been difficult if not impossible in her 
country. We talked to her. We could see the 
pain on her face. Yet we could also see the 
courage in her eyes. 

It has been said that every journey begins 
with a single step. That April day, I decided to 
do my part to fight sex trafficking by saving at 
least one person—Aurica. And we embarked 
on a journey to give her the health care she 
deserved, desired, and desperately needed. 
The first step was a phone call. Pedro Nosnik 
is a specialist in neurology and internal medi-
cine. I explained to Dr. Nosnik what had hap-
pened to Aurica and asked a simple question: 
Can you help? Dr. Nosnik set us up with Dr. 
Ralph Raushbaum of the Texas Back Institute 
in Plano, the largest spine specialty clinic in 
the United States. TBI physicians, led by Dr. 
Barton Sachs, volunteered to treat Aurica at 
no expense. This type of care would normally 
cost more than $200,000. 

The next step was getting her to the hos-
pital. Before the treatment, we had to deal 
with the issue of travel. Her condition ruled out 
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